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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN 
RECYCLING JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY 

MEETING AGENDA 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2025 

10:30 A.M. 
 
 

THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN PERSON & VIA TELECONFERENCE. 
 
 

IN PERSON LOCATION: 
Victorville City Hall 

Training Room 1 – Upstairs 
14343 Civic Drive 

Victorville, CA 92392 
 
 

TELECONFERENCE LOCATIONS: 
 

City of Big Bear Lake: 39707 Big Bear Blvd., Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
City of Barstow: Council Room – 220 E. Mountain View St., Ste. A, Barstow, CA 92311 
City of Adelanto: Council Chambers – 11600 Air Expressway, Adelanto, CA 92301 
 
 

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 

The Mojave Desert & Mountain Recycling Joint Powers Authority (MD&MRJPA) holds its 
meetings in public in accordance with the requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act and its 
established policies and procedures.  
 
Members of the public may submit comments electronically to the Board Secretary at 
iesquivel@victorvilleca.gov by 7:00 a.m. the morning of the meeting. Members of the 
public may also choose to submit a comment before or during the Public Comment Item 
of the meeting. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the Board Secretary at (760) 955-5210 or via 
email at iesquivel@victorvilleca.gov no later than 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
 
 

mailto:iesquivel@victorvilleca.gov
mailto:iesquivel@victorvilleca.gov
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TELECONFERENCE NOTICE: 
 
The MD&MRJPA allows members of the Board and the public to attend and participate in 
meetings via teleconference, in accordance with the Brown Act and applicable 
regulations. 
 
To participate via teleconference, please sign in with the link below: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://victorvilleca- 
gov.zoom.us/j/84386873117?pwd=douJM5Q0k59XThrrHyTasZ2JdHpwVC.1 
 
***Directions for hyperlink – highlight line above and right click, select open hyperlink and 
it will take you directly to the meeting. If it requires the ID or Passcode, they are below. 
 
Meeting ID: 843 8687 3117 
Passcode: JPA 
 
For any questions, comments, issues, or Public Records Requests, please contact the 
Board Secretary, Ivy Esquivel, via email at iesquivel@victorvilleca.gov or by phone at 
(760) 955-5210. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE PUBLIC.               P5 
 

 

 
 
 

2. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR AS FOLLOWS.     P6-14 
 

A. Minutes of Board Meeting held February 13, 2025. 
B. Warrant Ratification for February 1, 2025 through April 30, 2025. 
C. Treasurer’s Report. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve Consent Calendar. 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

https://victorvilleca-gov.zoom.us/j/84386873117?pwd=douJM5Q0k59XThrrHyTasZ2JdHpwVC.1
https://victorvilleca-gov.zoom.us/j/84386873117?pwd=douJM5Q0k59XThrrHyTasZ2JdHpwVC.1
mailto:iesquivel@victorvilleca.gov
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NONE. 
 

 
 
 

3. 2025/2026 BUDGET.                                                                                    P15-17 
    

RECOMMENDATION: Approve 2025/2026 JPA Budget including $50,000 from 
2024/2025 marketing. 
 
 

4. CONTRACTS.                                                                                                  P18 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize one-year renewable terms for Mobius, Erin 
Duckhorn, and the Administrator; authorize cost of living fee adjustments and cyber 
insurance requirements for Mobius. 

 
 

5. SOLAR PANEL REUSE, REPAIR, AND RECYCLING.                               P19-22 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize a solar panel reuse, repair and recycling project 
with California Product Stewardship Council paid by CalRecycle’s Zone Incentive 
Funds. 

 
 

6. PERMA ALTERNATE.                                                                                      P23 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Appoint Adam Cripps as PERMA Alternate Board Member. 
 
 

7. REGIONAL ORGANIC MATERIALS CHARACTERIZATION.                        P24 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Delay implementation of the regional waste 
characterization to address seasonality and formula issues 
 
 

8. VICTOR VALLEY MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY.                                      P25 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Update on Victor Valley MRF upgrades. 
 

9. SB 54 UPDATE.                                                                                            P26-37 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Update on SB 54 regulations. 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
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10.  LEGISLATION: EDIBLE FOOD.                                                                      P38 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Support AB 337 and SB 353. 
 

11.  LEGISLATION: HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE.                                 P39 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Support SB 501 and SB 762. 
 
 

 
 
 

12.  COMMENTS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.                                                 P54 
  

 
 

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 2025 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

ADJOURNMENT 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  
 

AGENDA MATTER 
 
Public Comments. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
Comments on items of interest to the Public. 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
No recommended action. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

Ivy Esquivel 
 

 MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

1 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  
 

AGENDA MATTER 
 
Consent Calendar. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
Request to Approve the Consent Calendar as follows: 
 

D. Minutes of Board Meeting held February 13, 2025. 
E. Warrant Ratification for February 1, 2025 through April 30, 2025. 
F. Treasurer’s Report. 

 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Approve Consent Calendar. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

Ivy Esquivel 
 

 MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

2 
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MINUTES 
 

MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN RECYCLING JPA 
BOARD MEETING 

 
10:30 A.M., THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2025 

IN PERSON AT VICTORVILLE’S CITY HALL, TRAINING ROOM 1 
 

 
JPA BOARD PRESENT: Jeff Drozd (Yucca Valley), CJ Porter (1st District 

Alternate), McArthur Wright (29 Palms), Ellen 
Campbell (Needles), Debra Jones (Victorville), Kendi 
Segovia (Big Bear), Carmen Hernandez (Barstow) 

 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: John Davis (Administrator), Melissa Krejckant 

(Secretary), Ivania Esquivel (Victorville), Jacob 
Scoggins (Victorville), Juan Robinson (Victorville), 
Anne Darroche (Victorville), Tiffany Gaudin 
(Victorville), Adam Cripps (Apple Valley), Guy 
Eisenbrey (Apple Valley), Pamela Quick (Apple 
Valley), Sandy Pena (Burrtec), Taylor Hosey (San 
Bernardino County), Sharon Mitchell (San Bernardino 
County), James Schooler (Yucca Valley), Frank 
Forbes (San Bernardino County), Larry Cusack (Apple 
Valley), Daniel Ramos (Adelanto), Katya Meyer (Big 
Bear Lake) 

 
 
Roll call was conducted. Board Co-Chair, Debra Jones, called the meeting to order at 
10:31 a.m. 
 
Councilwoman Tiffany Gaudin (Victorville) led the pledge of allegiance. 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS. 
 
None. 
 

2. CONSENT CALENDAR. 
A. Minutes of the Board Meeting held November 14, 2024. 
B. Warrant ratification for November 1, 2024 through January 31, 2025. 
C. Treasurer’s Report. 
 

Recommendation: Approve Consent Calendar. 
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Motion was made to approve the recommended action for the Consent Calendar 
items A-C. 

 
Moved: Ellen Campbell (Needles) 
Seconded: McArthur Wright (29 Palms) 
Roll Call Vote. 

 
Motion Passed: 7-0, with Board Members Larry Cusack and Daniel Ramos acting 
as members of the general public.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS. 

None. 
 

3. AUDIT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2023. 
 

Recommendation: Receive and file the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 
June 30, 2023 and SAS 114 Conclusion Letter as presented.  

 
No action was required on this item, informational only. 
 

 
4. REGIONAL WASTE CHARACTERIZATION. 

 
Recommendation: Authorize a regional organic waste characterization in 
accordance with AB 2346 to be carried out by ReCreate Waste Collaborative for a 
cost not to exceed $60,000 with $40,000 allocated from the 2024/2025 budget; 
increase expenditures for Big Bear Lake, Needles, and County by $15,596 
proportional to their budget contributions for future ReCreate work or County 
characterization. 
 
Motion was made to approve the recommended action. 

 
Roll Call Vote. 
 
Moved: Ellen Campbell (Needles) 
Seconded: McArthur Wright (29 Palms) 
 
Motion Passed: 7-0, with Board Members Larry Cusack and Daniel Ramos acting 
as members of the general public. 
 
 

5. BANK SIGNATURE AUTHORIZATIONS. 
  
Recommendation: Authorize John Davis, Adam Cripps, Doug Robertson, and 
Orlando Acevedo as signatories on the Authority’s bank account. 
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Motion was made to approve the recommended action. 
 

Roll Call Vote. 
 
Moved: Joanne Pouge (Needles) 
Seconded: McArthur Wright (29 Palms) 

 
Motion Passed: 7-0, with Board Members Larry Cusack and Daniel Ramos acting 
as members of the general public. 
 

 
 

6. PRIOR BOARD MEMBER RECOGNITION. 
 

Recommendation: Discussion of recognition for prior Authority Board Members. 
 

No action was required on this item, informational only. 
 
 

7. MOJAVE DESERT & MOUNTAIN RECYCLING JPA’s HISTORY. 
 

Recommendation: JPA background and history for information and discussion. 
 
Discussed ensued. 
 
No action was required on this item, informational only. 
 

 
  

8. PRODUCT & PACKAGING RECYCLE LABELING. 
 

Recommendation: Presentation of CalRecycle’s labeling and covered materials 
lists. 
 
Discussed ensued. 
 
No action was required on this item, informational only. 

 
 

 
9. SB 54 SOURCE REDUCTION. 

 
Recommendation: Background on SB 54 source reduction requirements. 
 
Discussed ensued. 
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No action was required on this item, informational only. 
 

10.  BOARD COMMENTS. 
 

 
Adjournment: 
 
The Chair set the date of the next meeting for May 15, 2025. The meeting was adjourned 
at 11:26 a.m. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Debra Jones 

Co-Chair 
 
______________________________ 
Ivy Esquivel 
Secretary 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  
 

AGENDA MATTER 
 
Commercial Warrants Schedule. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
Commercial warrants were issued from February 1, 2025 through April 30, 2025 in the 
amount of $573,843.05, net of voids covering issued warrant numbers 2779 through 
2803.  
 
The claims and/or demands covered by the attached list of warrants were audited as to 
the accuracy and availability of funds for payment thereof and said claims and/or 
demands are accurate, and the funds were available for payment thereof. 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Receive, ratify, and file the commercial warrants as presented. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

Adam Cripps 
 

 MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

2B 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  
 

AGENDA MATTER 
 
Treasurer’s Report. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
Attached is a report of Cash and Investments of the Authority as of March 31, 2025.  
 
Staff remains available for any questions or comments. 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Receive, ratify, and file the March 31, 2025 Treasurer’s Report as presented. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

Adam Cripps 
 

 MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

2C 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 
JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY 

AGENDA MATTER 
FY 2025/2026 Budget 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
The FY 2025/2026 Recycling Authority Budget includes expense and revenue 
adjustments, as shown in the two attached worksheets. 

- Two Board-adopted policies guided recent Authority budget preparation. Expense 
increases are held to 3%; and reserves are set at 20% of budgeted annual 
expenses using the latest year end fund balance less insurance retention 
requirements, which are $7,500 in FY 2025/2026. 

- ReCREATE Waste Collaborate has work remaining to complete in Yucca Valley 
and Twentynine Palms, so $10,000 is sequestered for expenditure in FY 
2025/2026. 

- Regional waste characterization totaling $40,000 is also sequestered. 
- JPA Administration includes general program costs shared by all members; MRF 

Administration costs are shared only by Apple Valley and Victorville. 
Expenses 
The total combined Budget expenses are proposed as $473,286 increasing by $19,967 
over FY 2024/2025. This year’s budget includes JPA Administration expenditures of 
$421,638, increasing by $12,148 over the prior year. The JPA Administration budget 
includes $8,072 in increased insurance premiums reflecting insurance market liability 
payouts. The Authority has experienced no claims historically. The proposed contract 
services expenditure increase of $5,076 reflects 3% Consumer Price Index increases. 
MRF Administration increased $7,819 to $51,648. MRF insurance increase of $2,018 and 
contract services cost of living increase of $901 are also included. MRF legal services 
are budgeted at $5,000 in anticipation of expansion project negotiation. 
Revenues 
JPA program costs are shared 1/3 equally among the members; and 2/3 based on 
population using May 2025 California Department of Finance figures (excluding military 
facilities). The Authority population increased by 2,152. FY 2025/2026 member 
contributions (net of fund balance adjustments) total $366,137 for JPA Administration and 
$28,984 for MRF Administration. The JPA Administration excess fund balance is adjusted 
by $57,500 for insurance retention and sequestered curbside and characterization project 
funds, resulting in a 2% member contributions increase of $7,391. Individual member 
agency contributions increased between 2% to 3% except for the County which saw a 
2% decrease attributed to its population. MRF Administration excess was $34,000 from 
prior years’ accumulation, a $140 increase in member contributions. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Approve FY 2025/2026 JPA Budget including $50,000 from FY 2024/2025 marketing. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

John Davis 

 MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

3 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 
JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  

AGENDA MATTER 
Contracts. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
The Board received a report in August 2024 on updating and standardizing ongoing 
Authority contracts. Recycling Authority work is provided by contractors or arrangements 
with member agencies. There are no Authority employees. By using contractors instead 
of staff, the JPA can anticipate and respond to changing dynamics and circumstances, 
shifting budget resources. Three contractors have provided services since 2019 or earlier.  
 
Mobius Intelligent Systems provides social media management and digital outreach 
services to the Authority at a $1,250 monthly cost that is unchanged since 2018. 
Compensation in two other core Authority contracts is adjusted by Consumer Price Index 
changes, and that approach is appropriate for Mobius. 
  
The two contracts with existing CPI adjustments are with Erin Duckhorn for marketing 
support; and the Authority Administrator. Erin’s contract includes five one-year terms 
ending in 2026, renewed unless either party gives a non-renewal notice by December 31 
to be effective the following June 30. The Administrator’s contract, initially agreed in 1982, 
has a two-week termination option by other party. The current version runs through June 
2027. 
 
Standardized contract length and termination provisions are recommended for Mobius, 
Erin Duckhorn and the Administrator. The most flexible approach is to include a one-year 
term renewed unless either party gives a non-renewal notice by December 31 to be 
effective the following June 30; or unless both parties agree to a shorter termination. That 
language would become effective July 1, 2025 for Mobius and upon completion of Erin 
Duckhorn’s and the Administrator’s existing terms. 
 
In line with recommendations from PERMA, the Authority’s liability insurance program, 
Mobius’s agreement would be updated to include cyber insurance requirements as well. 
in the Authority’s current budget and will be included next year’s. 
 
The three agencies that are not a part of the study would have their budgets increased 
by $15,596 total for ReCreate’s future work, distributed according to their budget 
contribution. The County may wish to carry out a characterization for its territory and its 
allocation should be available for that use. This increase should be included in the FY 25 
budget, to be presented at the Board’s rescheduled May 15 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Authorize one-year renewable terms for Mobius, Erin Duckhorn, and the Administrator; 
authorize cost of living fee adjustments and cyber insurance requirements for Mobiu 
PRESENTED BY 

John Davis 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
CPI adjustment for 
Mobius 

MEETING DATE 
May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
4 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  
 

AGENDA MATTER 
 
Solar Panel Reuse, Repair, and Recycling. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
CalRecycle is providing a $42,545 Zone Incentive Fund grant to the High Desert 
Recycling Market Development Zone (RMDZ). The Authority Administrator worked with 
CalRecycle and California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) staff to develop a solar 
panel reuse, repair and recycling project. The project modifies CPSC’s previous work on 
solar panel collection projects by triaging panels removed by installers and commercial 
facilities. This pilot project would identify panels for repair and reuse, making needed 
repairs, and distributing those panels to local businesses and residents. Panels that 
cannot be reused would go to an authorized recycler for dismantling, with non-hazardous 
glass sent to Shark Solutions in Victorville to test its recycling processes. 
 
CPSC includes community outreach involving local businesses, residents and community 
colleges to initiate collection and distribution opportunities. Their most recent $36,000 
proposal is attached, awaiting CalRecycle’s pre-approval. After approval the remaining 
funds will be used to promote and share the High Desert RMDZ’s website that includes 
local permitting and financing information https://highdesert.rmdzcentral.org/ 
 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Authorize a solar panel reuse, repair and recycling project with California Product 
Stewardship Council paid by CalRecycle’s Zone Incentive Funds 
.  
 

PRESENTED BY 
 

John Davis 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

Estimated $36,000 
grant funded. 

MEETING DATE 
 

May 15 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

5 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  
 

AGENDA MATTER 
 
PERMA Alternate. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
The Authority is a member of the Public Entity Risk Management Authority (PERMA). The 
Administrator is a member of PERMA’s Board. The Alternate position is open, and 
PERMA asked that we appoint someone. Adam Cripps, the Town of Apple Valley’s 
Interim Finance Manager and the Authority’s Controller, would fill that vacancy. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Appoint Adam Cripps as PERMA Alternate Board Member. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

John Davis 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

None. 

MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

6 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 
JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  

AGENDA MATTER 
 
Regional Organic Materials Characterization. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
The Authorized a regional organic waste characterization in accordance with AB 2346 at 
its February meeting. ReCreate Waste Collaborative and the Authority Administrator 
sought clarity from CalRecycle around three issues. 

1. Material categories may be combined so long as we isolate the SB 1383 organic 
materials to determine the appropriate proportion of organic waste in disposal. 

2. The study design must account for seasonality. That does not require multi- season 
sampling but at least should include a justification that the single-season sampling 
is sufficient. 

3. CalRecycle’s guidance requires that we send the re-calculated procurement target 
for the specific jurisdiction(s). This involves entering the characterization data into 
the formula used by CalRecycle to determine the statewide per capita procurement 
requirement. That formula is only available in a summary form. However, we are 
requesting that CalRecycle share its full formula, and we are working with other 
agencies to recreate the formula. 
 

Applying the existing CalRecycle formula to the most recent statewide characterization 
substantially lowers the statewide requirements. For example, Adelanto’s requirement 
drops from .08 tons per capita to .035 tons. CalRecycle will be updating the formula this 
year using the more recent statewide numbers. 
 
The seasonality requirement would best be addressed by sampling in October since Fall 
includes leaf drop as well as warm weather grass. This provides time to resolve the 
formula issues before proceeding. 
 
The ReCreate authorization was for a cost not to exceed $60,000 with $40,000 allocated 
from the 2024/2025 budget that was proposed to be sequestered in the 2025/2026 
budget. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Delay implementation of the regional waste characterization to address seasonality and 
formula issues 
 

PRESENTED BY 
 

John Davis 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

$60,000 budgeted. 

MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

7 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 
JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  

 
AGENDA MATTER 
 
Victor Valley Materials Recovery Facility. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
Apple Valley and Victorville own the Victor Valley Materials Recovery Facility (MRF), 
which is operated under the 2016 Materials Recovery Facility Operating Agreement 
between the Authority and Burrtec. Apple Valley and Victorville comprise the North Desert 
Project Committee and are responsible for all MRF financial obligations under a separate 
Authority Operating Agreement with the two municipalities. The Authority issued system 
revenue bonds funding the initial construction. 
 
The MRF processes recycling from all Authority communities except Needles. Deliveries 
arrive through arrangements with designated haulers who pay a tip fee to the Authority 
for processing and receive rebates for the value of recovered material less disposal 
charges. The Authority Board updated the tip fee at its November 2023 meeting, including 
a capital improvement fee. The tip fee will be $117.42 beginning July 2025. 
 
The MRF was built in 1995, with a major upgrade in 2006. The Operating Agreement 
distinguishes between capital improvements including facility expansion; and major 
maintenance addressing repair, replacement, improvement, alteration, or additions to the 
existing facility. Replacement priorities include equipment no longer manufactured and 
functionally obsolete. Improvements focus on improved performance of existing 
equipment or systems. Structural or equipment modifications would be alterations. 
Additions include new equipment or systems. 
 
Replacement is underway on the optical sorter used to recover aluminum cans and PET 
plastic containers. Improvements are anticipated for aluminum can and glass recovery, 
and for separating fiber from containers. Additions would include recovery of packaging 
and single use food service items to comply with SB 54; although portions of the other 
identified costs are likely to be reimbursable. Discussions with Circular Action Alliance, 
the Producer Responsibility Organization, clarified that 2023 is the beginning date for 
reimbursement once the producers’ plan is approved and effective. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Update on Victor Valley MRF upgrades. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

John Davis 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
Capital 

improvements. 

MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

8 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 
JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  

AGENDA MATTER 
SB 54 Update. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
CalRecycle is restarting the SB 54 regulatory process after Governor Newsom rejected 
the final draft regulations. CalRecycle’s Executive Director addressed the new timeline 
during her confirmation hearing before the Senate Rules Committee. 

- Between now and May 23rd, the agency will finalize draft regulations 
- On May 27th, there will be a public workshop on those regulations 
- After the 27th and before the end of June, CalRecycle will submit a revised 

economic impact assessment 
- In the final quarter of 2025, pending the OAL process, CalRecycle will begin 

implementing the final regulations for SB 54. 
- Additionally, CalRecycle will work closely with Senator Allen, author of SB 54, 

throughout the process to uphold the spirit of the law. 
Newsom cited costs on businesses and consumers in preventing the regulations from 
becoming final on March 7. Those costs were identified in CalRecycle’s Standardized 
Regulatory Impact Assessment (SRIA) issued in December 2023. Costs and benefits 
must be reported separately and may not be offset in the report. The assessment 
identified $36 billion in SB 54 costs and $59.5 billion in benefits.  
 
The SRIA identified local government costs for outreach, processing and transport, 
sampling and reporting, contamination mitigation, system improvements and expansion, 
and infrastructure. According to the SRIA “As local jurisdictions will be reimbursed 
for these costs by the PRO, CalRecycle does not anticipate any direct savings to 
local jurisdictions as a result of the Proposed Regulations.”  
 
SB 54’s author Senator Ben Allen was part of negotiations to address substantive issues 
prior to March 7. In a March 6 letter to the Producer Responsibility Organization (Circular 
Action Alliance) he offered minor changes to the statute “addressing the technical 
implementation challenges CAA has raised and do not renegotiate any aspect of the 
deal that stakeholders agreed to prior to passage of SB 54.”  
 
Allen and Environmental Quality Committee Chair Catherine Blakespear sent an April 25 
letter with items for “narrow changes in the regulations that will reduce costs, improve 
program workability and success, and ensure the regulations are consistent with the Act.” 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Update on SB 54 regulations. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

John Davis 
 

FISCAL IMPACT  
Unknown local cost 

reimbursement. 

MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

9 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  
 

AGENDA MATTER 
 
Legislation: Edible Food. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
Two edible food recovery bills are moving in the Legislature. 
 
AB 337 would expand the types of activities eligible for CalRecycle’s edible food recovery 
grant program to include transportation and technology subscriptions and management 
software. The bill also sets grant standards based on increased recovery rather than 
requiring increased landfill diversion, which limited opportunities for existing food recovery 
operations. AB 337 passed the Assembly Natural Resources Committee. 
 
SB 353 would remove the sunset for the Farm to Food Bank Tax Credit, which allows a 
15% tax credit for farms that donate food products to food banks. Maintaining the credit 
especially is important as funding for the Federal Emergency Food Assistance Program 
has been cut. That program purchased food directly from farmers to send to food banks. 
The bill’s first hearing is before Senate Revenue & Taxation Committee on May 14. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Support AB 337 and SB 353. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

John Davis 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

No direct impact. 

MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

10 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  
 

AGENDA MATTER 
 
Legislation: Household Hazardous Waste. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
Two household hazardous waste (HHW) bills merit Authority support. 
 
SB 501 Would create a producer responsibility program for products classified as HHW, 
as well as establish a producer responsibility organization (PRO) to oversee collection of 
producer fees and to produce a stewardship plan that ensures the safe and convenient 
collection and management of covered products at no cost to consumers or local 
governments. Costs to manage HHW currently are $1.25 per capita under San 
Bernardino County’s program. This bill is a reintroduction of SB 1143 which the Authority 
Board supported in 2024. 
 
AB 762 Banning Disposable Vapes - Would ban the sale of vapes in California unless 
they are refillable, rechargeable, and have a removable battery, fostering a transition to 
safe refillable or reusable alternatives. HHW recyclers will only take the internal battery. 
The remaining units containing nicotine or cannabis residue can only be disposed at a 
DEA Drug Take Back event which is usually twice a year and DEA won’t accept the units 
with the battery. Approximately 80% of vapes sold in California meet the proposed 
standards. 
 
This bill passed the Assembly Environmental Safety & Toxic Materials Committee but did 
not pass Assembly Business and Professions Committee ahead of the deadline. AB 762 
is now a “2-year bill” that is eligible to move in January. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Support SB 501 and AB 762. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

John Davis 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

No direct impact. 

MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

11 
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MOJAVE DESERT AND MOUNTAIN INTEGRATED WASTE 
JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY  

 
AGENDA MATTER 
 
Board Comments. 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
 
Comments by members of the Board. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
No recommended action. 

PRESENTED BY 
 

Ivy Esquivel 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

None. 

MEETING DATE 
 

May 15, 2025 

ITEM NUMBER 
 

12 




